The Bloody Assize
stupidity and a stolid loss of memory, or even in silence,
and Jeffreys was there to draw this yokel human badger into
the pit of the Court and there to bait him for his own zest
in the skill of the game, his love of bullying and terrorizing
and his earnest intent to destroy the prisoner.
When he looks at the downcast Dunne, hanging his head
in sullen fear, there is a light of joy in his eyes at the pleasure
to come of giving the fellow " a lick with the rough side of
his tongue.53 This was his own judicial phrase when he de-
scribed over the bottle to his boon companions the triumphs
of his cruelty. He had almost the actual tricks of speech of
the immortal Squeers. When he exhorts a witness to tell
the truth you almost expect to hear him say, " Let any boy
speak a word without leave and PU take the skin off his back."
And poor Dunne, though he worked to save the good lady
at the Bar, knew all the pitfalls that surrounded him, and
was well aware that the terrible creatures on the Bench might
remove him down tb the Bar and sentence him to be hanged,
or if they misliked his evidence, dub him a perjurer and tor-
ture him at the cart's tail. But then, on the other hand, if
his tongue slips and he betrays the innocent, how can he live
and face his fellow-men, and when his last hour comes, die in
his bed in peace ?
The Lord Chief begins his talk with the poor wretch
quietly enough,
L. C, J. Hark you, friend, I would take notice of some-
thing to you by the way, and you would do well to mind
what I say to you. According as the Counsel for the King
seem to insinuate, you were employed as a messenger be-
tween these persons, one whereof has already been proved a
notorious rebel, and the other is the prisoner at the Bar, and
your errand was to procure a reception at her house for him.
Dunne. My Lord, I did so.
L.C.J. Very well. Now mark what I say to you, friend:
I would not by any means in the world endeavour to fright
you into anything or any ways tempt you to tell an untruth;
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